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"Since the early part of 1916, when the Volunteer Force actually
formed part of the military forces of the Crown, valuable assistance
has been rendered by your -Association in various matters in con-
nection with the force and more recently in connection with the
Territorial Cadet Force. I -am accordingly desired by the Army
Council to convey their thanks to yourself as President, to Mr.
Percy A. Harris, as Honorary Secretary, and generally to your
Association for the work which has been so willingly rendered.

"Signed, T. A. CORCORAN."

And so finished an interesting phase in my life. When occa-
sionally I ventured to intervene in military discussion, members of
the House glared at me disapprovingly, feeling that I had no claim
to know anything about such matters. Perhaps they were right,
but I did have over four years' experience in the organisation of the
Volunteer Force, which did bring me into contact with the military
mind,

I was in and out of the War Office and met most of the leading
soldiers and got to know their virtues and defects. And in another
capacity I was still further to widen my knowledge. Finally, I
never regretted the time I put into this work. It often taxed my
patience to the extreme, and at times I became disheartened by
the constant opposition with which I was faced. But it gave me a
wider outlook on affairs than I could have achieved if all my energies
had been concentrated on local government. Besides, I had the
satisfaction of feeling I was making some small contribution towards
the successful conclusion of the war.

CHAPTER   VI

IN   PARLIAMENT,   1916   TO   1918

THOUGH the events I am now to relate synchronised in time with
those told in the last chapter, they opened a new epoch in my
public life.

Some time before the war, the Whips sent for me and- told me
that the member for Market Harborough desired to retire at the
General Election, that the Liberals were looking for a suitable
candidate, that my name had been mentioned and they would
like to interview me.

I had no association with Leicestershire, of which this division
was a part. It was well-known hunting country and this district
had more than one pack of hounds located in it, and I had no
qualification in that direction. But a great part of industrial